Kenya to label guns in war on crime 
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Kenya became the first country in the Great Lakes region and the Horn of Africa to mark its small arms and light weapons.

During a symbolic ceremony that coincided with a regional workshop on small arms and light weapons marking and data management, equipment belonging to the Kenya Police was marked.

An expert from South Africa, Mr Anthony Coetzee, marked a G-3 rifle and a Ceska pistol using a Marking Press Machine.

Marking the firearms makes it easier to trace illegal weapons in the region and hence scale up the war against crime. 

The Regional Centre on Small Arms (Recsa) Executive Secretary, Mr Francis Sang’, witnessed the exercise at the Leopard Beach Hotel in the South Coast.

The National Co-ordinator, Kenya National Focal Point on Small Arms and Light Weapons, Mr Peter Eregae, Mr Abdul Mzee, the chief licensing officer, Central Firearms Bureau, Major Justin Khaduli of the Ministry of State for Defence and Mr Douglas Kirocho, Chief Force Amourer, Kenya Police, were present.

Recsa 12-member countries are Kenya, the Seychelles, Burundi, Djibouti, Democratic Republic of Congo, Somalia, Tanzania, Uganda, Eritrea, Rwanda, the Sudan and Ethiopia.

"This is a landmark achievement. The region has given clear commitment in marking their weapons as all countries in the Great Lakes region and Horn of Africa are party to this,’’ Sang’ said.

He said marking of firearms would help authorities to trace those that were smuggled into neighbouring countries.

Sang’ said guidelines would be given to light weapons manufacturers that imported weapons be marked with specific country codes. The marked weapons, he added, would have their codes entered into a database. This would make it easier to trace firearms from manufactures to the eventual owner.
