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Ten people have already died of hunger in Nabwai parish in Moroto district and the famine is widespread in other areas in the Karamoja sub-region. The famine afflicting Karamoja and claiming human lives has its roots largely in last year's devastating floods that swept northern and eastern Uganda, destroying crops and a lot of other properties.

The situation has been aggravated by the prolonged drought in Karamoja, forcing hundreds and probably thousands of people to flee the region to neighbouring districts in desperate search of food and water.

Whereas the problem of the floods was understandable as an inevitable national disaster over which the government had virtually no control over, the perennial famine that hits Karamoja due to drought calls into the question the government's so-called Karamoja development programme for the last two decades.

It also calls into question the government's disaster preparedness. For the last two decades the government has had a special development programme for Karamoja. But there seems to be nothing on the ground to suggest that this programme has born benefits. If such programme had had tangible results on the ground, the country would not be witnessing such famine that kills people like flies in Karamoja every year.

This drought comes every year. So it's not something that catches the country unawares like the floods did in northern Uganda last year. The government should stop the rhetoric about a special programme for Karamoja, with a minister specifically assigned for Karamoja affairs. It's time the government started a practical Karamoja recovery arrangement that addresses all these rather primitive calamities that continue to wreck havoc on the semi-arid region.

In the late 1990s billions of shillings were released for provision of water in Karamoja. But the money was swindled by government bureaucrats and politicians. The intended beneficiaries- the local people- got a raw deal. Nobody was punished and to date the region is still faced with the same problem of water as it was before 1986 when the NRM took over reigns of power.

What is further disturbing is that the ministry of disaster preparedness seems to be too ill-equipped and ill-funded to make any meaningful response in case of disasters such as famine. The whole country is not hit by famine. Various regions like the west, central and near east, have food which is rotting in their stores due to lack of market or due to low prices.

So what makes it hard for the ministry of disaster preparedness to buy that food from the said regions and take it to save our starving people in Karamoja? How can a civilised nation have one of its peoples dying of hunger in one part of the country when other people are pouring away excess food into their dustbins!

It's time for the government to review the relevancy of this ministry or its efficiency to make it serve the purpose for which it was set up. Time for rhetoric is over, government must move and act. We cannot continue in rhetoric when the country's citizens die every year due to preventable and shameful calamities like famine.

